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FAREWEL SERMON 
Preach'd at 


St. John. 3E XO N,. S0. 5 


* 


The Introduction. 


Need not tell you, that this is to be my 
laſt Appearance in this Place, and that 
from this Day forward I may no lon- 
Al 7 ger call this, or any other Pulpit, my 
Ee: NOSE own, nor you ny People. Your Choice 
of me tor your Miniſter \ I ſpeak to the 
_ Inhabitants of this Pariſh} was, as far as ever I could 
learn, very free and cheartul ; for which I heartily 
thank you: And J am apt to think, (fo great Experience 
have I had of your Love) that the Loſs of me may 
be, to the moſt of you, ſomewhat irkſom and lamenta- 
ble: For which, how unworthy ſoever I am, I cannot, 
I dare not blame you. But were it this Pulpit only 
that I were this Day to be divorc'd from, I could better 
have born it, and fo, poſſibly, might you too; tho, 1 
fear, that as Things ſtand (Pardon me if I ſpeak arro- 
gantly) the Loſs will not ſuddenly, will not eafily, be 
recompenced. But alas Sirs ! tis my Work, 'tis my 
Miniſtry, which I account dearer than my Lite, I am 
this Day to take my leave of. It cuts me to the Heart 
to think that I may never Preach to you more; but tis 
as a Sword in my Bones to think that I may never 
Preach more. Tis {ad to loſe my Pulpit, more fad to 
loſe my Miniſtry, But 'tis the Lord's Doing, and we 
muit ſay, The Will of the Lord be done. *Tis in vain 
to quarrel with Inſtruments ; that is but to ſnarl at the 
Stone: ”T1s our Duty to look up to God; that is to 
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eye the Hand that throws it. Let us pity the Inſtru- 


ments, juſtify God, and condemn our ſelves. As to 


5 Miniſters, to be ſure, they have forfeited their Places: 


As to People, tis moſt certain, they have forfeited their 
Miniſters. And how little ſoever either Miniſters or 
People may have deſerv'd ſuch Dealings from Men, yet 


we dare not but acknowledge we have deſerv'd far 


greater Severity from God. And therefore, inſtead of 


_ wrangling under ſo ſmart a Providence, let us patiently 


ſubmit to it. Inſtead of fretting our ſelves, let us la- 


bour to reform our felves. And tor this purpoſe, theſe 
my laſt Words to you ſhall be grounded on ſome of the 
laſt Words of the Apoſtle to his Corinthians. 


un CORINTH. ii. 1. 
Finally, Brethren, farewel: Be perfect, be of 
good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace: 
Aud the God of Love and Peace fhall be with 
you. eee Wn ea 


As to the Coherence of theſe Words, I hope you do 
not expect that I ſhould ſpend Time in giving you 


an Account of it. The Words themſelves are exceeding 
full, and comprehend all, or moſt of the Duties of a 

Chriſtian's Converſation. You well know how little | 
Time is allotted me to ſpeak to them; therefore, with® | 
out troubling you with their Connexion, be pleas'd to 


take Notice of theſe Four Things conſiderable in them. 


I. Here is a familiar Compellation, Brethren. 
II. An affect ionate Valediction, Farewel. 1 
III. Gracious and holy Counſel, in Four Particulars, 
1. Br vere, Wy oo ME 'O 
2. Be of good Comfort. 
3. Be of one Mind. 
4. Live in Peace. 3 es 
IV. Sweet and precious Incouragement to follow this 


Counſel, And the God of Love and Peace ſhall be wit 
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* Fathers For in Chriſt Jeſus ] have begotten you thro! 
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J intend to ſpeak particularly to all theſe, tho I can- 
not ſpeak largely to either of them. Ibegin 
I. With the Compellation, Brethren. Faithful Mi- 
niſters and Godly Chriſtians are Brethren. They are ſo 
1. BY the Father's Side. They are all born from a- 
bove. They have all one Father, even G OD. Tis 
true, Faithtul Minifters, as they are Inſtruments of Con- 
| - verſion, may be called Fathers, and true Converts their 
Children. Tho? (faith the Apoſtle) your have Ten 
Thon ſand Inſtructors in Chrift, yet have ye not many 1 Cor. 


4 
' the Goſpel. And I think they beſt deſerve to be calPd 35 
and accounted Fathers in the Church, who have begot- 

ten moſt Children unto Jeſus Chriſt. There are many 
who paſs for Fathers in the Church who are no better 
than Vipers: But yet, as both godlyMiniſters and Chri- 
ſtians are born from above, regenerated by the Spirit of 
60D, ſo they are all Brethren. 5 

2. THEY are Brethren by the Mother's Side. They 
have all one Mother, the Church. But Jeruſalem, which Gal. 4. 
7s above, is free, which is the Mother of us all, Feru- 26. 
falem, that is the Church, is the Mother fo calÞd, be- 


caauſe ſhe brings forth Children unto GOD. Some- 


times this our Mother hath on her Mourning Weeds; . 
ſometimes ſhe is deſolate and afflicted, becauſe of the 
Paucity and Diſperſion of her Children; and ſometimes 


me is cloth'd in Scarlet, and rejoices for the Multitude 


and Proſperity of them. They are the true Sons of the 
Church who live and walk as becomes the Goſpel : For 
all others, how much ſoever they affe& the Title, they 
are Baſtards, and not Sons, They are Members of the 
Synagogue of Satan, and not Sons of the Church of 
Chris. They are indeed Sons of the Church of Chriſt, 
and dutiful Children, who are in Word and Deed Con- 


| formable unto the Laws of Chriſt. 


. 


%%  MABPEIGCaTION © 3 
I Faithful Miniſters and Godly Chriſtians are Bre- 


|| FirÞt, Let us love as Brethren, viz. Heartily, Affe- 
| Etionately, Conſtantly, * Brotherly Lowe is (as one 
© ® Fraternus Amor eſt Chriſtiagi Nominis Theſaurus. 
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| lays) the Treaſure of a Chriſtian Name. None but 
8 good Chriſtians do indeed, and with a true Love, Iove 
8 one another. Miniſters may not deſpiſe their People, 
| may not Tyrannize, or Lord it over them; but muſt 

Love them as Brethren, And the People, as they muſt 


ji Honour, and Obey, and Submit to their Miniſters, as 
[| they are their Miniſters, ſo they muſt Love them, and 
1 . Delight in them, and be Helpful to them, as their Bre- 


Secondly, Let us not ſpeak evil one of another. If 


| | we are Brethren, we ſhould abhor either Publickly or 
Lf Privately to Defame one another. We ſhould not by 
| | Whiſpering or Backbiting traduce and reproach one an- 
. : bother. Miniſters ſhould be very tender of the Reputati- 
bo on of their People: And People ſhould be as tender of 


the Reputation of their Miniſters, eſpecially in this Foul- 
 mouthyd Age, in which He is hardly accounted a Chri- 
ſtian who is not a Railer, in which a Conſcientious Mi- 
8 naiſter is the Butt at which every Man is ready to let fly 
l . his Arrows, bitter and reproachful Words. The beſt 
1 MNTNTame that can be given a Nonconformiſt is Hyp.crite, 
Frlanatick, Rebel, Schiſmatick, and whatever other op- 
Probrious Titles Wrath and Malice can invent. I be- 
g Leech you, Chriſtians, to beware of this. Let me ob- 
1 tain this juſt Favour of you, Never to account us Fa- 
| ctious and Piſlozal until you find us, and can prove us, 
3 fo : And, if you will ſtay till then, Tam confident you 
will never do it. Tis true, We cannot Conform to 
what at preſent is requir'd of us. I ſay, we cannot, not 
becauſe we will not, but becauſe we dare nat. And 1 
think we ſhall pay dear for our Nonconformity. It will 
coſt many of us our Livelihood, which is no inconſfide- 
rable Loſs. It will coſt all of us the Exerciſe of our. 
Miniſtry, which ſhould be dearer to us than our Lives. 
Pray, Sirs, do not put more Gall and Wormwood into 
that Cup of Affliction which is already fo bitter. Be- 
lieve it, the Rod ſmarts ſuffictently, and tis as much as 
Ve can well do to bear up under it. Let me beg this of 
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F you, That you would not help forward our Affliction. 

| Let the Loſs of our Eſtates and of our Work ſuffice you. 

. I beſeech you, do not wound us in our Names too, DO 
. not think us ſuch Fools and Madmen as to undo ol 
Fi 
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ſelves in a Pet, and in a Humour. Do not ** us to 
be ſuch baſe, ſuch perfidious, ſuch perjur'd Wretches, 
as to forfeit our Miniſtry from Principles of Rebellion 
and Diſtayalty. Remember, tis the Property of the 
Devil to be a faite Accuſer; and therefore he is empha- . 
tically calbd, The Accuſer of the Brethren, As you Ne. 12. 
would not imitate the Father of Lies, as you would not 10. 
prove your ſelves Incarnate Devils, beware how you 
_ falſly accuſe your Brethren. Conſider, you muſt ſhort- 
Iy appear before God's Tribunal, and then you muſt 
ive an Account for all your malicious Detamations. 
ou have in Jude a dreadful Expreſſion to this purpoſe, Ver. 
where ?tis ſaid, God will convince all ungodly Sinners, as 2 
of all their ungodly Deeds, ſo likewiſe of all theit hard 
Speeches, of all their wrathful Speeches, of all their | 
proud Inſultings, of all their bitter and malicious Words, W 
All the falſe and lying Accuſations of the Ungodly ſhall  _ = 
be produced at the Day of Judgment. Therefore, as 1 
ou will anſwer it at that Day, beware how you ſpeak 4 
evil af your Miniſters, and of your Brethren. *Tis ſaid Pal. 64. 
of the Wicked, that their own Tongues ſhall fall upon g =” 
them. The Tongue is but a little Member, a light 
Member; but it's Blows will fall heavy, and it will - 
wound deeply. By the Tongue here you muſt under- Y 
Rand F n the Words ſpoken by the Tongue: 
And when 'tis ſaid of the Wicked, that their Tongues 
ſhall fall upon them, the Meaning is, all their ſintul 
Words, all their railing Accuſations, all their hard Spee- 
ches, all their curſed Counſels ſhall fall upon them, 


| Therefore, beware how you reproach and defame the 

1 Brethren with your Tongucs let one Day your Tongues 
i fall upon your ſelves, to your utter Ruin. I proceed, 
Y II. To the Valediction, Farewel. The Original 
, Word is yatgd]s, which properly ſignifies Rejaice, and 
A to ſome render it in my Text. But it ſignifies Fare 7 
e wel as well as Rejoice. *Tis a Form of Satutation and 
4 Benediction, and it is commonly uſed both at the Meets 
\ ing and Parting of Friends, Chriſt himſelf uſed this zt. 8 
o Pond as a Salutation. He met his Diſciples, and ſaid 9 1 


„ them [| yolede | All Hail. Thus the Angel ſa. Do SH 
en ed Mary. And the * came unto her, aud ſaid, t l. 
n ue 


28, 
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| e [ yetes ] Hail. An uſual Form of Salutation, which 
4 the Hebrews expreſs by Shalom lach, or Shalom lecha, 
1 Peace be unto thee. So that when any is thus ſaluted, 
| 5 DL] Hail, "Tis as much as if a Man ſhould fay, 
—_ L with you all Peace, Happineſs, and N 
Ut Sometimes again *tis us d as a Form of Valediction 
zs in the Text, Finally, Brethren, Farewel, [ yalgdls} 
$1 ©  _ *Tis as it he had faid, I with you all Happineſs ; I de- 
= fire your Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal Welfare; 
1 I with you may proſper Body and Soul, and be happy 
5 FJ Toe e 
Lil And ſo do I by you: Brethren, Farewel. The Lord 
Bll bleſs you with all manner of Bleſſings, Temporal and 
Spiritual. The Lord proſper you in your Outward and 
1 I mvard Man, make you happy in this Life and in that 
1 „ d d > Sor owe 
Only Note, That the Apoſtle in bidding the Corin- 
thians Farewel, doth not barely wiſh them all Proſpe- 
rity and Happineſs, but tacitly adviſes them. to labour 
after it. Fare yewell: *Tis as if he ſhould ſay, I do 
from my Soul wiſh you well; and my Advice to you is, J 
1oto order your Converſation that you may do well. 
. UE OD Tin OCT wn cd 
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III. To the Apoſile's Connſel to the Corinthians, | 
Which ſhall be my laſt Counſel to you. Be perfect, 
Be of good Comfort, Be of one Mind, Live in Peace. | 
Fir, That you may Farewel, Be perfect; | KaJag- | 
ice] The Word ſignifies both to reſtore Things ro | 
Gal. 6. 1. their proper Places, out of which they are fallen; I 
à2ĩ4 Man he overtakenina Fault, ye that are Spiritual 
reſtore ſuch a one in the Spirit of Meekneſs. ¶ Kal agli- 
C1: ] Set him in joint again. It ſignifies alſo to be 
more and more perfected and eſtabliſhed in any State 
and Condition into which any thing is reſtored, 
I. That you he perfectly joined together in the ſame Mind, 
Aud in the ſame Fudpment, Tis allo us'd for the fil. 
ling wp of thoſe things which are wanting. So the Ver- 
2 Cor. bal Moꝛen is rendred: And this alſo we wiſh, even your 
13. 9. Perfection; | Kaſelgliaiy] That 15, that whatever is a- 
©, miſs, either iu Faith or Manners, may be perfected a- 
emong you, But I ſhall come to Particulacrs. 1. Be 
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1. Be Perfect, that is, Be Sincere and Upright in 


your Chriſtian Converſation. Be Perfect with the Perfe- 


tion of Sincerity. In this Senſe Fob was ſaid to be 
Perfect. God gave him this Character, He was 42 Per- Fob 1. 1. 


fect and Upright Man. Not that he had a Legal Perfe- 


ction, ſuch as the 7 0 and Quakers contend for; but 
he was Perfect with the Perfection of Sincerity. He 
was Sound at Heart. He was not guilded Braſs, but 


| = Gold. He had not only the outward Lineaments, 


but the Heart and Soul of a Godly Man. Thus Aſa 7 Kings 
was a Perfect Man. Nevertheleſs, Aſa his Heart was 15. 14 


Perfect. Aſa had many foul Slips and Failings, yet his 
Heart was Sound; and upon that Account he is ſaid to 
be Perfect. 528 5 5 8 


Thus, Chriſtians, if you will Fare well, you muſt be 


Upright in your Converſations. A falſe and rotten 
Heart the Lord abhors, nor is ſuch a Man ever like to 


Fare wel] either in this Life or in that which is to come. 
St. James, ſpeaking of a double-minded Man, who 
hath an Heart and an Heart, hath two Hearts, and never Fam, 1. 
a good one, faith of him, Let not that Man think he 7. 
Hall receive any thing of the Lord, Such Jugglers 
God cannot endure, and ſo they cannot expect any Fa- 
vour from bini. Where there is but the ſmalleſt Mea- 
{ure of Grace, if that Spark be ſincere, God will accept 
and reward it. The Church of Philadelphia had Rey, * 
but a little Strength, yet of all the Churches Chriſt g, 
wrote to, he found the leaſt Fault with it. And 
what may be the Reaſon? Why, tho' Weak, it was 


Sound. Tt was good Metal, but Feeble; and the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt likes it well God will bear many Failings _ 5 
nnd Frailties, where he finds the Heart Upright. Feho- 2 C 88 
ſaphat had many and great Failings: He made a League 18. 3. 
of Amity with Ahab: He went with him to Battle a- 2 Chron. 

Pau Ramoth- Gilead, and that tho? he had heard the 18. 27, 
Prophet Micaiah ſpeak againſt it. Tho? he had been re- 28, "REY 
prov'd for this, yet afterwards he joins himſelf in a ſpe- 2 Chron. 
cial League with Ahaziah, Ahab's Son, who was a 20,35. 
moſt wicked Man, And after all this, he beſtows his 2 Chen 


Son upon Ahab's Daughter. Very great and foul Miſ- **+ 6. 


carriages ; And yet fee what a Character God gives of I Kings 
him: He turned not aſide from doing that which was 22. 43: 
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right in the Sight of the LOR D. And why did God 

ſo conumend him? Why becauſe He prepared his Heart 

2 Chron, to ſeek God, Tho? he had many Failings, yet he had a 

19. 3- good Heart. On the other hand, if the Heart be not 

| Sound, whatever Men do, if they be, as the Scribes and 

148 T2 Phariſees, Hypocrites, all their Works are an, Abonnna- 

N tion. Fehu did many things for God: He threw down 
Idolatry; Come, ( faith be) fee my Zeal for the Lord. 


| Feet God made no better Account of him than of a Mur- |, 
HH Hof. 1. 4. derer. will avenge the Blood of Jezreel upon the 
f © \Howuſeof Jehu. Judas repented of Betray ing his Lord 
1 ; and Maſter, and made Reſtitution; yet he was a Devil 
N for all that, becauſe he had a Rotten Heart. Therefore, 
1 remember this my laſt Counſel to you, Be Perfect. 
ll Ihe great Clamour and Outcry againſt Profeſſors is, 
that they are Hypocrites. If a Man pretend to more 
than ordinary Strictneſs in Religion, the Prophane Rab- 
ble preſently brand him tor an Hypocrite, If a Mint- 
ſter Preach againſt Curſing, and Swearing, and Sab- 
bath- breaking, and Drunkenneſs, and all kind of De- 
bauchery, then preſently he is reckond an Hypocrite. 
If a Private Chriſtian make Conſcience of Keeping the 
Sabbath, of Praying in his Family, of Reading the Scrip- 
tures, of Hearing Sermons: if he fears an Oath and 
dreads Drunkenneſs ; then preſently he is an Hypocrite. 
Sirs, let their Railing againſt us as Hypocrites, be a 
Warning to us to beware of Hypocriſy. The belt Uſe 
can be made of the falſe Accuſations of wicked Men, is 
to be more wary and watchful againſt thoſe Sins of 
which they falſly accuſe us. They revile us as a Conm- 
pany of Factious, Diſloyal, Seditious Perſons : Let 
their Reviling us as ſuch make us more watchful againſt 
Faction and Diſſoyalty. They clamour againſt us as a 
Company of falle. beatted Wretches, an Hy pocritical 
Generation: Let us be more watchful againſt Hypocriſy 
2. Be Perfect, that is, Grow in Grace. Fill up that 
Which is lacking in your Faith, and in the reſt of your 


[4 SGraces. Remember, tho? God doth accept the ſmalleſt 
Meaſure of True Grace, yet he expects that we ſhould 
= ne puurſue the higheſt Attainments in Grace and gracious 
* Practices. The Weakeſt Chriſtian, that is a Sound 
© Chriſtian, God will never reject: But God looks that the 
1 . S ſtrongeſt 
Ti 
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Arougeft Chriſtian ſhould grow ſtron ger and ſtronger. 


The meaneſt Saint is very precious in God's Eyes; yet 


God expects that the beſt Saint ſhould labour to be bet- 


ter. That Exhortation of the Apoſtle concerns every 


| Chriſtian; Add to your Faith Virtue, and to Virtue 


without Temperance, or Temperance without Pati- 


tue, or Virtue without Knowledge, or Knowledge 


ence, or Patience without Godlineſs? No ſuch mat- 
ter. Graces are connected, where is one there are 
all; where there are not all, there are none, as to the 
Habits of them. But then, as to the Exerciſe of them, 


| Knowledge, &c. Why, can Faith be without 4 . * 
505 To 


or in regard of the Strength of them, ſo there may be 
Faith where there is little Knowledge, and Knowledge 
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where there is little Temperance. Therefore the Apoſtle 


muſt not be underſtood of the fir Implantation, but of 


the Increaſe and Exerciſe of theſe Graces. They ſhould 


labour to abound in them. If theſe Things be in Ver. N. 


be barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge of our Lord 


Feſus Chrift. So the Apoſtle adviſeth, As jon have re- The. a. 


you and abound, they make you that you ſball neither 


ceived of us how ye ought to walk, and to pleaſe God, + 


fo ye would abound more and more. In Earthly Things 
we ought to be content with ſuch Things as we have, 


whether we have much or little of them: But in Grace 


and Holineſs, a Covetouſneſs and Inſatiableneſs of 


Deſire is not only warranted, but commanded and com- 


a ſort of Men in the World who are very much for a 


Mediocrity in Religion: They think they are good e- 


nough, if they are not ſo bad as the worſt. Tho' in 


mend ed. A Competency of Grace ſhould not ſatisfie 
us, but we ſhould labour after Abundance. There are 


things of this Life they are as inſatiable as the Grave, 
yet a very little Religion ſerves their turn. As they ab- 
or to be Debauch'd, ſo they ſcorn to be Preciſe. They 


can neither endure a Profane Looſneſs nor Puritanical 
Striftneſs. But Sirs ! whatever others do, let us be 


[tedfatt, unmoveable, always abounding in the Work 


ofthe Lord, Let thoſe of us who run faſteſt in the 


Ways of God's Commandments ever be mending our 


Pace. Let us preſs towards Perfection. Thus the A- 
poſtle did; Not as th I had already attained, or 


were 
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lil were already Perfect: But I follow after, if that I may 
i apprehend that for which alſo I am apprehended of 
i118 Chrift Jeſus. He was always reaching forward, and 
= would fam anſwer the Deſign Chriſt had upon him, 
it when he firſt laid hold of him by his Grace. This one 
Per. 13. Thing I do, forgetting thoſe Things which are behind, 
* sal and reaching forth unto thoſe Ihings which are before, 
0 I preſs toward the Mark. He was ſo far from going back, 
{| as that he forgot what was backward. Some ſo much 
| | remember what is paſt, that they forget to look for- 


ward. They ſo mind what they have done as to forget 
what they ſhould do. But the Apoſtle was of another 
Mind, and ſo ſhould we. Sirs, mind the Work before 
you; be ever mending your Pace towards Heaven, and 
be frequent in the Ule of all the Means God hath ap- 
pointed for that End _ FFF 
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Secondly, Being thus Perfect, my next Advice to you 
1s, Be ye alſo of good Comfort. | Haar de]! The 
Word is commonly render'd, fo Exhort, and fome> 
| O51. 2. 1. times fo Comfort, as in the Text. That your Hearts 
2. maybe comforted; | iyvaTlagzuantaoct.at xagdian} Ob- 
= fs ſerve the Order. Firſt, be Perfect, then, be of good 
li © Comfort, We muſt never expect to live Comfortably 
lh unleſs we live Holily And the more Holy any Man is, 
ls the more Reaſon he hath to be Comforted. Sirs, do but 
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walk humbly and cloſely with God, and then let things 
go how they will in this World, yet be of good Comfort. 
Let unyodly Wretches jeer, reproach, defame, falily 
accule, impriſon, and perſecute you, yet be of good 
2 RE Comfort. Tho? you are {tript of all Creature Injoy- 
3 ments, tho' you are brought to a Morſel of Bread, tho“ 
RN . you are reduced to very great Neceſſity, yet ſo long as 
1 you are Perſect, be of good Comfort. Tho? Miniſters 
= be ſnatch'd away from you, tho? their Mouths be ſtopt, 

j and you cannot, as formerly, enjoy their Labours, yet 

fl walking holily and circumſpecly, be of good Comfort. 
| | Particularly, take Comfort in theſe three Things. 
1 5 1. Comfort your ſelves in the good Teſtimony of 
| - 15 . Four own Conſciences. Solomon tells us, He that 75 of 
7 DE 15 2 merry Heart hath a continual Feafft : Tis in the 
| . = Creek, He that hath Ca good Conſcience]. A good 
© (rp > — Conſecience 


” # F 
_— 


#464 a 
A 
p 


8 * 
— oe PER 1 
M* 


© 2 9 0 * * 2 wi - 8 a 5 5 —_—— Fe Y 
2 0 * hn” * — * — \ 4 Haba | | - - * « PWR dt 0 * . 3 4 £ hay Ll 
0 ... OI | . 
£44 Fan i | M87 ? . : 
3 25. 0 8 * ae; —_ i ay LR NN Oe l 
Wy. p «rb n . 5 
U # wy ö | MN 
Y - 


1 


ws. 


— 


kn 


at EX ON, Aug, 17th, 1662. 


Conſcience is the beſt Diſh in the World: *Tis a Feaſt, a 
- continual Feaſt. Therefore, tho* you ſhould live ever 


ſo meanly, tho? you have very courſe Entertainment in 


the World, tho? your Bread be the Bread of Agverſity, 


and your Waters the Waters of Afflict ion, yet Feaſt your 


ang as he lid d. A Man may very well bear up under 


all the Reproaches, falſe Accuſations, and lying Defa- 
mations of the Ungodly, ſo long as his own Heart does 


not reproach him. 7156 a ſmall thing (faith the Apo- 


not guilty of thoſe Evils his Enemies accus'd him of, 
and charg'd him with. His Conſcience did not accuſe him 
of thoſe Sins of which his Adverſaries accus'd him: And 
therefore he did ſet light by all their Cenſures and Re- 
proaches. So long as our Conſciences do not reproach 


« lumnies of my Enemies. I do not at all value all their 
« Revilings and flanderousImputations ? Why ſo? It 


follows, I know nothing by my ſelf. Not that he knew Ver. 


no Sin whereof he was guilty, for he elſewhere com- 


'T plains, O wretched Man that I am! Who ſhall deliver 


me from the Body of this Death? But he knew himſelf 


us as Factious, Schiſmatical, Diſloyal, and Os: 


able, let usnot be troubled that we are reproach'd as "I 


ſuch by the foul Mouths of unreaſonable and wicked. 


Men. When a Paſhonate Lord calbd his Steward, : 


Knave, He reply'd, Your Honour may ſay what you 


Pleaſe ; but 1 do nt believe what you ſay, for I know 

ny ſelf to be an Honeſt Man, So long as we know 
our ſelves to be Loyal, let us blow off the Reproach of 
being Rebels. As long as our Hearts know that we fear 


God and honour the King, let us ſlight the Accuſation 


of being Traytors. Tis ſaid of Severus the Emperour, . 
that he was careful of what che did, but careleſs of what 


Was ſaid ef him. 
Loyalty, and then we need not care tho) we be defam'd 


Let us be care tul not to blemiſh our 


as Enemies to Ceſar, To do well, and to hear ill, is, 


as one faith, written upon Heaven's Gates. Let us da 
well and we need not betroubled if we be ill reported of. 


When 


LOS 


ſelves with the rich Daintiesof a good Conſcience. Fob Fob 27. 
tells us, that however his Friends did reproach him as an 6. 
 Hypocrite, yet his Heart ſhould not reproach him as 


ſtle) for me to be judged of you, or of Man's Fug. * Cor. ä 
ment. (J. d.) „ flight all the Reproaches and Ca- 3 
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P/2. 11. God is your Friend. 
7. Righteouſneſs. There is never a Man in the World that 
Prod. 8. bath an Upright Heart, but God dearly loves him. [ 
"xn, love them that love me. He that hath my Com- 
3 1 1 mandments, and doth them, he loveth me, and he that 


Cant. I. 2. king of her Beloved, ſays, His Love is better than 


16 Mr. Atkins“: Farewel Sermon, 


When the Apoſtle was ſo greatly diſtreſſed as that he de- 
ipair d even of Life, he comforts himſelf in the Teſti- 
2 Cor, 1. mony of his own Conſcience. Our Rejoicing is this, 
12 the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, &c. We may be im- 
priſon'd as Traitors, condemn'd to die as Traztors : 

ut let us abhor all Trea ſonable Practices, and then we 

may rejoice in the Teſtimony of our own Conſciences, 

that we have approv'd our ſelves faithful Servants to 

God, and r nn Subjects (if not Actively yet Paſſive- 

I) to our Sovereign. When Fob was in a 1ad Condi- 
tion, and {aw no viſible Means of Deliverance, he com- 


Fob6.13. forts himſelf in this, that he had Help within him, Ts 


not my Help in me? And what was his Help? Why, 
the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. When all other 
Helps fail, he that hath a good Conſcience hath a fure 
Help within him, ſomething to ſupport him againſt all 
1 Rage, and Wrath, and Frowns of the World. There- 
fore, Comfort your ſelves in the good Teſtimony of 


your own Conſciences. = 
2. Comfort your {elves in your Intereſt in God's 
Love and Favour. Be Perfect, befincere, grow in Grace, 
reach after Perfection, and you may be confident, who- 
ever hates you, God wer” od whoever is your Foe, 
The Righteous Lord loveth 


loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and IT will love 


1 21. him Men do not always return Love for Love. David 
Fla 109. complains of his Enemies; Foy my Love they ave my 


 Adverſaries, But here is no ſuch Danger: Our Love 
to Chriſt ſhall never be loſt. Let this comfort you in 
the worſt Times, in the ſaddeſt Condition, You are 
Favourites of the King of Heaven, The Spouſe, ſpea- 
that is, than all Worldly Comforts : Wine is put for 
all Worldly Dainties. There is no ſuch Cordial in the 

World as the Love of Chriſt. David rejoiced more in 

the Light of God*s Countenance than Worldlings do in 
the Confluence of Creature Injoyments : Thou baft 25 
Pſa. 4-6. Gladneſs in my Heart more than in the Time that their 
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Corn and their Vine increaſed. Be not diſcourag d 


then. What tho? Wicked Men hate you, ſo long as 


Chriſt loves vou? What tho? they Perſecute and Im- 
priſon you, ſo long as Chriſt Pities vou? What tho? 


they trample you under their Feet, ſo long as Chriſt 


holds you in his Boſom? What tho? they revile yor, 


and ſay all manner of Evil again you. falſiy, ſo long 
as Chriſt takes Pleaſure in you, and believes never a 


Word of what they fay?. You may well bear the Frowns 
of Men, while you are intereſted in the Favour of God: 


long as you are juſtified by God. 


> 


3. Comfort your {elves in this, that however it may 
be with you at preſent, all will be well at laſt. We ule 

to ſay, If the End be well, all is well. Chriſtians, be 
Perfect, and then the End will be well, and ſo all will 


be well. Lou may loſe your Eſtates, you may loſe 


vour Miniſters, you may loſe your Liberty, yo may 
| Joſe your Lives; but you ſhall not loſe your Souls. 
Lou may be reproach'd, you may be plunder'd, you 


4 


may be impriſon'd, you may be butcher'd ; but if you 

be Perfect you ſhall not be damm d. 

Miniſters, God will not loſe you, Tho? you ſhould be | 
 Mdepriv dof Ordinances, you ſhall not be ſhut out of 
Heaven. Tho you want the Teachings of Men, you 


amn d. Tho? you loſe your 


$ 


by his Power, thro' Faith, unto Saluation. Mark the 


Perfett Man, and behold the Upright, for the End of 
that Man is Peace. Mark him, obſerve him well, take 
ſpecialNotice ot him, and you will find for certain that 
Bis End is Peace: Tho? his Life be full of Troubles, yet 
his End will be bleſs?d. Death will be the Funeral of 
all his Sorrows, and the Reſurre#ion of his Joys. Tha? 
he lives miſerable, yet he will die happily. As to the 
Wicked Man, tis ſaid of him, that his End ſhall he cut Ver. 38. 


B; (i. e.) Either the Thing he propos'd to himſelf as 


Bis End or Defign, ſhall be cut off; or, he himſelf ſhall 


be eut off in the End. We may {ay ofall the Joy, and 


Mirth, and Brags, and Threats, and Wrath, and Re- 
venge of Wicked Men, they will be Bitterneſs in the 
Autter end. Tho' they . they ſhall die 50 


.You may be well content to be condemned by Men, ſo 


Mall have the Teachings of God, who will one Way or 
other perfect the Work begun in you, and will keep you 
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Phil. 3. 
b 


comfort your ſelves with this. 


rably. Sinners, like Syrens, make fine Melody while 
they live 3 but, if God do not give them new, Hearts 


they will roar terribly when, they die. Their End is 


Deſtruction. But as for the Righteous, it ſhall be well 
with him at Jaſt : His End ſhall be bleſſed, ' Therefore 
pts the CAT HRS VILE | 


11 HOY - : 


_ Thirdly. The Third Coynſe) is, Be'of ane Mind. | 
[ To a 70 GEWETE ]TLabout to be of one Mind and Judg- 


ment in Matters of Religion, This is a choice Mercy to 


eee to be pray d for, by 
Feruſalem. See how cagerly 


one Accord, of one Min 


the Spi rit, if any Bowels and Mercies, 


. 


the Church of God, diligently to be ſoußht after, and 
y all that defire the Peace of 
| ; and with e If 5 
of Arguments, the Apoitle doth preſs this Duty't I 
there be anyTConſolation in Chritt, 19, Pleat : 
that je be like-minded, having the [ame Love, being of 
of one Mind, A moſt vehement Exhorta- 
tion, and a, kind of Rhetorical Adjuration: (d. 4.) 


you expect to find any Conſolation in Chriſt, as you 


75 * Sa 


hope to injoy the Comfort of mutual Love, as 1 


lock to injoy any Communion with God, as'ygu would 


| oo 4. Bond of Peace. And this Exhortition he preffeth wit 


Ver. 4,5 
6, 


I..] To love and 
Jive Al 
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Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one e | 
' and Father of all, who is above ally and the? alt, aud 
in you all. Therefore they ſhould labour to be of one 

Mind. Chriſtians, as you conſult God's, Glory, the 
Church's Good, and your on Comfort, follow after 
Unity. But if, after all your Indeavouts to promote it, 

_ thro Satan's Subtilty and Man's Corruption, you can- 
not obtain it, yet be perſuaded to theſe three Things. 
805 all that fear God, all that 

e Chriſtians, tho" differing from you in Judgment 
and 7 Wherever you diſcern the Image of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt { aining and ſparkling in an holy Converſation, 


let not Difference in Opinion breed Eftrangement in Af 
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©, keckion. As Differences in Opinion ſhould not prejudice 
Us againſt zod's Truths, ſo neither ſhould ſuch Diffe- 
rences prejudice us againſt 


rences prejudice u: 7 = Men's Perſons. If 
the Opinions in which they differ from us be ſintul, let 
us rejeE their Opinions for the Evil that is in them: But 


is in them. As. to. Horeticks and Seducers, we are 


to dread them more than the vileſt Perſecutors, as being 
of the two the more dangerous and formidable Enemies. 


The Perſecutor only kills the Body, but the Seducer 


poiſons the Soul; and therefore our Hearts can never 
Tufficiently rife againſt them. But as for ſuch as only 
differ from us in Punctilio's, in ſome light inconſidera- 


If they that hold them, do notwithſtanding, live as be- 
comes the Goſpel, let us love the Men for the good that 


ble Circumſtances. of Religion, ſippoſing them to live 


and walk as Chriſtians, their Differences from us ſhould 


make no Breach of Affection between us. God torbid 


that we ſhould pronounce an Anathama againſt every 


one that is not thorow-pac'd in our Perſuaſion, or that 
we ſnould be ſo unmercifully cruel as to deliver all fuch 
to a Judge and a Jury, to an Halter and an Hangman. 
Second, Let no wicked ungodly Wretch, who turns 
the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, who is an Enemy 
to Cod and God lineſs, be intereſted in your Affections, 
becauſe of his Judgment and Perſuafion. As we ſhould 


love and honourall that fear God and walk cloſely with 


al Ungodly Sinners, tho' they be 


ty ofa godly Man to abhor the Wicked; and he abhors 

then! only for their Wickedneſs. *T1s indeed impoſſible 
but a gracious Spirit ſhould.rife againſt ſuch, not out of 
Pride or high Thoughts of himſelf, but from the Odi- 
_  ouſheſs'oF their Diſpoſition, and their Oppoſition againſt 
 Godlinefs, Therefore to be fond of ſuch Perſons, of 


bim, tho' diſſenting from us in Opinion, fo let us bid 
Defiance to all Senft 
of the fine Judgment with us. Tis made a Character 
of a Citizen of Sion to contemn a vile Perſon. Every P/a. 15. 
ungodly Wretch, whatever be his Condition, whatever 4. 
be his Opinion, is a vile Perſon ; and, as ſuch, he ought 
to be contemrd by every ſober Chriſtian. Tis the Du- 


ſuch a Party, tho? in their Diſpoſition they be Earthly, 
Senſual, Deviliſh, only as concentring in the ſame Judg- 


ment and Perſuaſion, * Man to be himſelf an E- 
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which we our ſelves do hate, yet if 


nemy to Chriſt, and to prefer his 
Honour ot the Lor 
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to C fer his own Intereſt be ſore the 
d. Jeſus. Suppoſe Aa Man be cer i 


5 


Orthodox, yet if unfanctifiecd gur Souls ſhayld abhor 
| him: And th he be «ver {o keen 144 thoſe Errors 


| Peace; Chriſt is the Prince of Peace; the Goſpel, is the 


| be indulgent to 
his Vices, our Hearts Jhauld riſe againſt him, Tha? 
Men vindicate the Truibs of Religion, yet if they deny 

the Power of it, let us have nothing to do with them. 


We ſhould value Men by their Graces, not by their O. 


pinions. He that ſhall love every Man of his own Judg- 


ment, tho n ver ſo Ungodliy, and ſhall Joath every one 
that diflents from him in Opinion, tho? never ſo Holy, 


laſt Exhortation in my Text. 4 i 


he is indeed a cordial Friend to his own Factior, but a 
bitter Enemy to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Thirdly, Tho? after all indeavours to promote Uni- 
ty there ſtill remain many Differences in Opinion, yet 


* * ” 


live in Peace. And this leads me to the Fourth and 


Fourthly, Live in Peace. dpudels Be Peageable. 
Peace is ſo deſirable a Bleſſing, whether in a Fanuly, in 
a Pariſh, in a City, or in a Nation, that he is not a 


Man, much lf a Chriſtian, who doth not indeavour to 


promote it, and to preſerve it. God is the Gad of 


BVBaoſpel of Peace; Miniſters are Entbaſſadours:of Peace: 


9 


d lantum poſſumus quod ure poſſumus. 


And therefore all the Children of God ſhauld be the 
Sons of Peace, Next to Truth, Peace is the moſt deſi- 


rable Mercy in the World, and to be moſt belowd by 
Geek 8. us. Love the Truth and Peace N Man thould do any 
| Rom. I 
18. 


thing but Sin to preſerve Peace. If it be poſſible, as 


2 much as lieth.in you, live peaceably with all Men. If 
Vue cannot live praceably with Men without finning a- 


gainſt God, tis impoſſible to be at peace with them. 


e can do that only which we can do Jawfully, So 
far as' tis poſſible, 2. e. awful, we ſhould deny our ſelves 


in our Chriſtian Liberty, in our Eſtates, in our Reputa- 


tion, in the Exerciſe of our own Opinions and Judgments, 


for Peace; only we may not wound our Conſciences for 


it. Such as are in Power and Authority, how careful 


e mould - 
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"ſhould they de toenaft ſuch Laws as by their Moders- 
o are under Authority, how ſhould they firetch any © 


thing but their Conſciences to ſubmit to thoſe Laws, 
that they may preſerve Peace. We muſt not only ſeek _ 


„And therefore, as Fellow Chriſtians, let us be at peace. 
one with another. Tho' we differ in Judgment, let not 


Heart. Let us not tear out one another's Bowels, be- 


And then as Subjects, let us live in Peace; and when 
| wmwecannot Actiyely obey the Eſtabliſh'd Laws without 


they are Enemies to Cæſar. For me, let him never be 
- accounted a ſound Chriſtian who doth not Fear God 
and Honour the King, And here give me leave, in my 


this one Favour from you; That you would not inter- 
3 pet our Nonconformity (for which we patiently ſuf. 
_ His Majeſty, but Sin: We will hazard any thing for 


4 Tis poſhble the Things requir'd of us may be no Sins 


not ſubmit to them without Sin, as not being ſatisfied 
olf their Lawfulneſs, after diligent Search and earneſt 
Prayers. And you know who hath ſaid, That whatfo- 


and Scriptural Demonſtration convinc'd of the Lawful- 
and that both for God's fake, our Peoples ſake, and our 


dun fake. But ſeeing we cannot Actively Obey, we 
Will 5 
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tion and Tenderneſs might invite to Peace. And they - 


Peace but-purſue it. When, Peace ſeems, to run away 1 Fel. 3. 
from us we muſt follow after it. If we muſt not ſin to 11. 
keep the Peace, much le may we fin to break it. 


our Difference 1 ge. Quarrel between us. Tho? we 
are not in every thing of one Mind, yet let us be of one 


cauſe we cannot ſwallow one another's Principles. 


wounding our Conſciences, let us obey them Paſſively, _ 
without diſturbing of. the Peace. It has been an old © 
'Clamor againſt the faithful Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, that 


| own behalf, and in the behalf of my Brethren, to beg | 


er the Loſs of our Places) tobe an Act of Upeaceable- 
neſs and Diſloyalty. Sirs, we will do any thing for 


him, but our Souls: We hope, we could even dare to 
Die fox him, only we dare not be Damn'd for him. 


in themſelves ; but I am ſure they are ſo to us. We can- 


ever is not of Faith is Sin. Were we by ſound Rea on 


neſs of what is xe quir d, we would gladly ſubmit tc it, 
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Submit: Seeing we cannot ſatisfy the 


Commands of the Law, we will quietly ſuffer the Penal. 
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253 1 2 He will be with you in your Wants, * ſuppiy 
5. *_ "From be without Covetouſneſs, and be content with ſuch 
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22 Mr. Atkinss Fartivel Sermon. 5 
Ties of the Law. And we make no queſtion, however 
ve may be accbunted of here, we ſhall be found Lopal 

and Obedient Subjects at our Appearance before God's 


Au. I prsceed now to the Fourth and laſt thing in the 
Text, and that is, The Incouragement the Apoſtle gives 
to the Performance of the foregoing Duties, and that is, 


"The God of Live and Peace ſhall be with yon. The God iſle 


of Love and Peace, that is, the God that loves Love and 
Peace, the God who is an Example uf Love and Peace, 
the God who requires Love and Peace, the God who is 
the Author of Love and Peace: This God cf Love and 


. 


Peace ſhall be with vf... 


1 8 


1. He will be with you in all your Troubles to fup- 
port you under them, and to preſerve you from the E 
| Ihen thou paſſeſt through the Waters, I 
will be with thee, and through the Rivers, they ſhall, not 
overflow thee ; when thou walkef through the Fire, 
_ thou ſhalt not he burnt, neither ſhall the Flame kindle 
_ 24pon thee. _ Obferve, tho? the faithful Servants af God 
be in the Fire, they ſhall not be burnt ; tho? they be in 
the Waters, they ſhall not be overwhelnyd - And What 
is the Reaſon? God is with them. If God be with us, 
bow many Evils ſoever be about us, no Evil ſhall 
touch us. God delivers us not only from Trouble, but 
in Trouble: And this he doth by being preſent with bis 
People in Trouble. The gracious Preſence of the Chief 
Good muſt needs be the Baniſhment of every Evil: And 
God's Preſence with us in Trouble is more than Delſve- 
rance from Trouble. Chriſtians, Be Perfect, be of good 
Comtort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, and ho Trouble | 
© Thall come upon you but God will be with you in it, 
and deliver you from the Evil of it. 
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them, either in Kind or in Worth. Let your Cunderſa- 
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| 5 things 4 fe ves. For he hath ſaid, I will never leave 
64,47 for lake thee. Sirs, keep cloſe to God, and you 
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will be with ou . Le will never leave you nor forſake 

Fou. God's Preſenee With his People is brought as an 
. 5 C L Argument 
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\ * ent 2 Ip and for Contentation, | b * 
1 ace rly.teacheth, that God is: eſent with his'Peo- 
ple, to . th em, and to ſee that they want no- 


thn that is go "The Lions do lack and ſuf-P/s. 31 hi 
18 e e 112 e Lond el are 

N 1 od thing. If any Creatures in the World can pre- 

1 ſerve themſelves from Hun ger, the Lions will; If they 


4 do but roar, the Beaſts are 81910 to fall down as there 
3 , 70 55 they ſhall ſuffer Wr before thaſe that ſeek 
3 8 ſhall: want any thing that is good, He will feed 
: hildren with Food convenient tos them; and what 


i 1 5 them he in give them Grace: to be content 
. without, in 2 
1 3. The God of Love and Peace einde. with you i in 
| ur Conflicts with 72 . you in them. | Tou 
A ba all never enter the Field againſt this your implacable 
7 Enemy, but the God of ve Will be preſent as your 
„ Seegang, to ſee that Satay dath you no Hurt. God in- 
deed may ſuffer Satan to give you a Fall, and to make 
2 | fl nesake, 10 make yo look the better ” your 
5 8 may ſuffer bim to prick and wound our 


d IENCES, to make you the more watchful and the 
wn le: But God will ſo be with you in your 


C & 16 and 
855 18 as in the Iſſue to give you a compleat Vi ory 
and Conqueſt over him. The God of Peace ſball trend Row. i. 
Satan under your Feet. A gracious Promiſe, and it 20. 
bears upon the Firſt great Promiſe, That Chriſt the Seed of 
& the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head. Chriſt 
7 hath bruis' d the Serpent's Head, and he hath underts- 
dn ben to tre ad him under your Feet. As he bruis'd hm 
p under his own Feet, ſo he. will tread him under our 
p Feet, tho not preſently, yet thortly and cerainly. 
oy - The God of Peacelwil be with you, that vhenever 


it Satan ſets upon you, He will be ready to cake your 
3 Part. 
| & 4. He will be with you in your Duties 0 help andaſ- 


: fiſt) ou in the Performance of them, The Spirit hel. Row, 8. if 
CN. our Inſirutities Zuucey It An HC el nit, He lifts with 26. 


e us. he helps us as a Nurſe helps ; a Child to go, or as a 
bee | Decrepit Old Man is u 3 by 'a Staff: Or rather, 
5 I be helps together, A A Meta phor 1 from thoſe that 
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